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ansa Criminal Justice Coordinating Council

Justin Whitten, Chairperson (Governor’s Designee)
Tony Mattivi, Vice-Chairperson (Director of the Kansas Bureau of Investigation)

Kansas Criminal Justice Coordinating Council
Via Zoom
Minutes of December 5, 2024
1:00 p.m.

Council Members in Attendance

Justin Whitten, Governor’s Designee and Chairperson

Tony Mattivi, Director of the Kansas Bureau of Investigation and Vice-Chairperson
Christopher Esquibel, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court Designee

Steven Anderson, Attorney General’s Designee

Jeff Zmuda, Secretary of Kansas Department of Corrections

Colonel Erik Smith, Superintendent of the Kansas Highway Patrol

Kansas Governor’s Grants Program Staff in Attendance
Erica Haas, Attorney

Jill Stewart, Financial Officer

Jamie Bowser, Director of Operations

Juliene Maska, Administrator

Others in Attendance
ST, organization unknown, attended for 10 minutes

Welcome

Chairperson Whitten called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. At Chairperson Whitten’s request,
Ms. Maska called roll and all members were present; therefore, Chairperson Whitten said a quorum
existed. Chairperson Whitten welcomed the Kansas Criminal Justice Coordinating Council
(Council) members and staff.

Approval of October 7, 2024, Minutes

Chairperson Whitten asked if there were any questions or corrections to the minutes and asked for
a motion to approve. Director Mattivi and Mr. Anderson each noted typos on pages 3 and 7; no
other edits or comments were made. Mr. Anderson made a motion to approve the October 7, 2024,
edited minutes. Director Mattivi seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.

Discuss and approve the denial letter to the Topeka Police Department regarding the 2025
Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Application

Director Mattivi reminded the Council members that the Topeka Police Department (TPD) had
submitted an application for 2025 JAG funding requesting equipment for the narcotics unit. He
noted there were a couple material and significant misrepresentations in the application,
specifically the misrepresentations that the TPD is involved with a Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) task force and that Kansas Bureau of Investigation (KBI) agents are




embedded within the TPD. Chairperson Whitten and Director Mattivi discussed the importance
of addressing the misrepresentations in a denial letter to the TPD. Chairperson Whitten provided
draft language to include in the letter. The Council members agreed to include information in the
denial letter that addresses both misrepresentations. The language also encourages the TPD to
consider applying in the future for a JAG project and underscores the importance of truthful and
accurate information in applications. Colonel Smith made a motion and Director Mattivi seconded
to approve the language (attached) to be included in the denial letter to the TPD. The Council
agreed to send the denial letter on Council letterhead and Chairperson Whitten and Vice
Chairperson Mattivi will sign the letter.

Update on the Death in Custody Reporting Act

Ms. Haas summarized the reporting requirements set out in the federal Death in Custody Reporting
Act (DCRA). Ms. Haas reminded the Council that the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) has
informed the KGGP that Kansas is not in compliance with DCRA reporting. The primary reason
for the non-compliance designation is that in CY 2023 there were deaths during arrests in Kansas
that KGGP was unaware of and, therefore, did not report it. At the Council’s October 7, 2024,
meeting, Director Mattivi suggested that the KGGP staff meet with the KBI staff to discuss the
DCRA reporting gaps and how the two agencies can work together to help Kansas come into
compliance.

Ms. Haas informed the Council that she and Ms. Stewart met with KBI staff, Assistant Director of
Investigations Cory Latham and Dana Dickerson on December 3, 2024. From that meeting, several
ideas were proposed, including updating the Kansas Incident Based Reporting System (KIBRS) to
enable local law enforcement to report deaths in custody, proposing legislation to mandate such
reporting to the KBI or the KGGP, and adding a “death in custody” checkbox to coroner reports.
The Council decided an upgrade to the KIBRS would be a good place to start. Ms. Maska reminded
the Council there is a possibility of providing JAG funds to the KBI, if needed, as the KBI works
to upgrade the KIBRS for the purpose of collecting data required by DCRA. Director Mattivi said
he would talk to the appropriate KBI staff about the resources and timeline involved with updating
the KBIRS and report back to the Council.

Colonel Smith asked about the possible penalty being imposed for not complying with DCRA,
Ms. Stewart explained that BJA could levy a 10 percent penalty of the Kansas JAG award if Kansas
does not come into compliance with the DCRA reporting requirements. The penalty would be
imposed against the Kansas JAG award and not against the individual law enforcement agencies
that are not reporting the required information.

Adjournment
Director Mattivi made a motion to adjourn at 1:35 p.m. Mr. Anderson seconded the motion, and

the motion passed.



