
1 

Kansas Criminal Justice Coordinating Council 
Via Zoom 

Minutes of March 27, 2026 
3:00 p.m. 

Council Members in Attendance  
Justin Whitten, Governor’s Designee and Chairperson 
Tony Mattivi, Director of the Kansas Bureau of Investigation and Vice-Chairperson 
Christopher Esquibel, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court Designee  
Steven Anderson, Attorney General’s Designee  
Jeff Zmuda, Secretary of Kansas Department of Corrections 
Colonel Erik Smith, Superintendent of the Kansas Highway Patrol  

Kansas Governor’s Grants Program (KGGP) Staff in Attendance 
Erica Haas, Attorney 
Jill Stewart, Financial Officer 
Jamie Bowser, Director of Operations 
Juliene Maska, Administrator 

Welcome 
Chairperson Whitten called the meeting to order at approximately 3:00 p.m. and welcomed the 
Kansas Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (Council) members and staff. Chairperson Whitten 
noted all members were present; therefore, a quorum existed.  

Discussion on the 2025 Federal Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) 
Application Program Narrative and Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)  

At the request of Chairperson Whitten, Ms. Haas discussed the differences between the 2024 and 
2025 JAG NOFOs as follows: 

• Several references to “American” crime victims, “American” children, “American”
citizens etc.in the 2025 NOFO.

• Updated statutory program areas in the 2025 NOFO:
o New areas (1 through 9 are the same as in the FFY 2024 NOFO):

10. Programs to purchase and operate unmanned aircraft to benefit public safety.
11. Programs to purchase and operate counter-UAS systems.

• Updated Areas of Emphasis in the 2025 NOFO:
o Combating Violent Crime;
o Immigration Enforcement;
o Safe Communities; and
o Safe Houses of Worship.



 
 

2 
 
 

(The 2024 NOFO Areas of emphasis: Prevention and Prosecution of Hate Crimes; Election 
Security; Enhancing Justice System Reform Strategies; Advancing Equity and Support for 
Underserved Communities; and Violent Crime Reduction.) 
• A new “Unallowable Uses of Funds” section in the 2025 NOFO:  

o The following are certain unallowable costs and certain activities that are out of the 
program scope and will not be funded: 

1. Out of program scope is any program or activity, at any tier that, directly or 
indirectly, violates federal immigration law. 

2. Out of program scope is any program or activity, at any tier that violates any 
applicable Federal civil rights or nondiscrimination law. 

3. As specified in the DOJ Grants Financial Guide, in Chapter 3.13 “Unallowable 
Costs” (“Legal Services for Aliens”). 

• New language regarding the False Claims Act in the 2025 NOFO: 
o Compliance with Federal civil rights and nondiscrimination laws is material to the 

government’s decision to make any award and payment under this program, including 
for purposes of the False Claims Act, and each recipient will be required to certify 
(in its acceptance of the conditions of the award) that it does not operate any programs 
(including any such programs having components relating to diversity, equity, and 
inclusion) that violate any applicable Federal civil rights or nondiscrimination laws. 

• The purchases of Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) and Counter-UAS (C-UAS) are 
allowable with express prior approval from BJA in the 2025 NOFO.   
 

Ms. Stewart provided a summary of the JAG application program narrative. She also informed the 
Council that the program narrative has been posted for public comment, as required by the federal 
funding authority, and no comments about the narrative have been received. 
 
After discussing the differences in the NOFOs and discussing the program narrative, the Council 
agreed the two new program areas should be included in the Federal JAG application. The Council 
asked the KGGP staff to request clarification from the federal awarding agency about the funding 
impact of “American” citizens, crime victims, etc. as referenced in the 2025 NOFO.  
 
Next, the Council discussed whether any changes or updates were needed to the Kansas JAG 
Strategic Plan priority areas due to the new language in the 2025 NOFO. The Council did not 
recommend any changes or updates. 
 
Adjournment and Next Meetings 
May 8, 2025:  

• Approve December 5, 2024, and March 27, 2026, minutes 
• Approve 2027 State JAG Solicitation 

 
September 15, 2026:  

• Review 2027 Kansas JAG applications 
 
Chairperson Whitten adjourned the meeting at approximately 3:41 p.m.  


