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Kansas Criminal Justice Coordinating Council 
Via Zoom 

Minutes of May 8, 2026 
1:00 p.m. 

Council Members in Attendance  
Justin Whitten, Governor’s Designee and Chairperson 
Tony Mattivi, Director of the Kansas Bureau of Investigation and Vice-Chairperson 
Christopher Esquibel, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court Designee  
Steven Anderson, Attorney General’s Designee  
Jeff Zmuda, Secretary of Kansas Department of Corrections 
Colonel Erik Smith, Superintendent of the Kansas Highway Patrol  

Kansas Governor’s Grants Program (KGGP) Staff in Attendance 
Erica Haas, Attorney 
Jill Stewart, Financial Officer 
Jamie Bowser, Director of Operations 
Juliene Maska, Administrator 

Welcome 
Chairperson Whitten called the meeting to order at approximately 1:00 p.m. and welcomed the 
Kansas Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (Council) members and staff and asked Ms. Maska 
to take roll.  Chairperson Whitten noted all members were present; therefore, a quorum existed.  

Approval of Minutes 
Mr. Anderson made a motion to approve the December 5, 2024, minutes, and Mr. Esquibel 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. Secretary Zmuda made a motion to 
approve the March 27, 2026, minutes, and Mr. Esquibel seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 

Update on the amount of 2027 JAG funds available for subawards 
Jill Stewart, Financial Officer, KGGP, provided information to the Council regarding available 
funds and required funding allocations. Ms. Stewart explained the variable local pass-through 
requirement and the less-than-$10,000 pass-through, and that the remaining funds are available to 
the Council to fund applicants that meet the JAG purpose areas and other requirements. Ms. 
Stewart said the federal JAG application has been submitted and $2,062,926 is the estimated 
amount of the award. It is not known when funds will be available.  The KGGP received some 
projections from federal counterparts indicating there could be up to a 12% reduction from FFY 
2025 to 2026. Total amount available for the Council to award is approximately $2.4 million; 
however, the solicitation states $2.2 million.  Ms. Stewart suggests leaving it at $2.2 million 



 
 

2 
 
 

because if there is a reduction next year it may be wise to hold back some funds to keep the funding 
as level as possible year to year. She cautioned the Council the actual amounts are subject to change 
and a de-obligation of money with current subawards not spent out may contribute to additional 
money being made available. (attachment) 
 
Approve the 2027 State Edward Byrne Memorial JAG Solicitation  
Erica Haas, Attorney, KGGP, provided an update on the sections of the 2027 solicitation that 
reflect changes from the FY 2025 Federal JAG Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO). Ms. 
Haas explained that the reference to “American” crime victims is incorporated into the 2027 
solicitation with a reference to a presidential executive order (EO).  In response to an inquiry 
from KGGP regarding the use of “American” crime victims in the 2025 NOFO, the Bureau of 
Justice Assistance (BJA) Deputy Director stated the “American” crime victims language is 
broadly supported by the general notion that Federal grant funds should be used to “improve 
American lives and advance American interests” as indicated in the EO. 
 
The 2025 NOFO added the following purpose areas and those were incorporated into the 2027 
solicitation: 
 

• Programs to purchase and operate unmanned aircraft to benefit public safety; and 
• Programs to purchase and operate counter-UAS systems. 

 
Ms. Haas explained the following provisions under a new “Unallowable Uses of Funds” section 
in the 2025 NOFO were included in the 2027 solicitation: 
 

• Out of program scope is any program or activity, at any tier that, directly or indirectly, 
violates federal immigration law; 

• Out of program scope is any program or activity, at any tier that violates any applicable 
Federal civil rights or nondiscrimination law; and 

• As specified in the DOJ Grants Financial Guide, in Chapter 3.13 “Unallowable Costs” 
(“Legal Services for Aliens”). 
 

Ms. Haas advised the Council that Kansas is in compliance with the Death in Custody Reporting 
Act (DCRA) requirements. She thanked Director Mattivi for facilitating a conversation between 
KGGP and the Kansas Bureau of Investigation (KBI) staff that resulted in the KBI updating their 
system to be able to receive the DCRA related data from local law enforcement agencies. KBI is 
sending DCRA reports on a quarterly basis to the KGGP and the KGGP is submitting the data to 
the BJA. 
 
Next Meeting 
September 15, 2026:  

• Review and approve 2027 Kansas JAG applications 
 
Adjournment 
Director Mattivi made a motion to adjourn, Colonel Smith seconded the motion, and the motion 
passed unanimously. Chairperson Whitten adjourned the meeting at approximately 1:30 p.m. 



AVAILABLE FUNDS and REQUIRED FUNDING ALLOCATIONS 
Update on May 8, 2026 

 

• Allocation specific for “Variable Local Pass-through” (VPT) requirement 
o MUST be passed through a predetermined percentage of funds to units of local 

government 
o KCJCC has discretion on the use of funds and which local government entities are 

recipients 

• Allocation specific for “Less-than-$10,000 Pass-through” 
o MUST be provided to one or more jurisdictions not eligible to receive a direct JAG award 

(per BJA), OR 
o To state police departments that provide criminal justice services to the “less-than-

$10,000 jurisdictions” within the state 

• Remaining funds available for other subgrant awards to address JAG Priorities 
 
 

   Amount Available  
 FFY 2023 $98,639  
 FFY 2024 $279,774  
 FFY 2025 $2,061,926  
 FFY 2026 ??  

 
➢ Total Available to Award:  $2,440,339 
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